
 

Plot 9A (formerly 16A) Daniyan Natalia Street, Lekki Phase 1, Lagos State 
info@fmen.org.ng    www.fmen.org.ng  +234-814-724-0864 

  P a g e  | 1  

September 2019 Edition

 

From the Editor 
Since we last published in February 2019, a lot has 
happened at the Foundation for Montessori Education 
in Nigeria.  These range from the coffee morning held 
for those interested in Montessori and its spread in 
Nigeria, activities carried out by the Aid to Life 
volunteers to the AMI and FMEN AGM held in April and 
June respectively.  
 
It has been a desire of the Trustees of the Foundation 
that our work spreads outside Lagos State. While we 
appreciate that our membership base is mostly in Lagos 
State, it is FMEN’s vision to see Montessori spread 
throughout Nigeria. In line with spreading further 
afield, this edition of the FMEN newsletter has included 
articles from individuals that are doing their best to 
share their understanding and love of Montessori 
outside Lagos State. We have an article from Cynthia 
Adewole, who does some voluntary work with children 
made vulnerable by the Boko Haram insurgency in Kano 
as well as Ngozi Amanfo, who has embarked upon her 
AMI Elementary training even as she works to raise 
standards at her Montessori school in Abuja. We also 
have an article from Banke Faloye, who has recently 
concluded the first part of her Erdkinder/Orientation to 
Adolescents training. 
 
 
We are quite happy to welcome new members of FMEN 
at this point. Since we last published in February, the 
following people have joined our membership: Sade 
Biobaku of Living Spring Montessori School, Lillian 
Akuma of Cedars Education Services, Ehi Nwanoneze of 
Russell International School, Eniola Haastrup of Enth  

 
Learning (a special education service company), Elohor 
Matilda Owumi of Woodhouse Montessori School as 
well as Oluwakemi Olofin, a writer of stories and other 
educational books for children. If you would like more 
information about these wonderful people, do email 
membership@fmen.org.ng. Note that we will seek their 
permission before releasing their details. 
 
Lastly, as you may have noticed, the address of the 
Foundation has changed. The new address is Plot 9A 
(formerly 16A) Daniyan Natalia Street, Lekki Phase 1, 
Lagos State. All other contact details remain the same.  
 
Enjoy reading!!! 
 

QUIZ 
1.From whom did Maria Montessori seek permission from to 
get admission to study medicine? 
a.  Her parents    b. The Queen of Italy     c. The Pope         
d. Her college principal 
 
2. The ‘metal insets’ are a Montessori….. 
a. Art material   b. Mathematics material  c. Sensorial material  
d. Language material 
 
3. Which numbers are part of the sandpaper numerals? 
a. 0 to 10  b. 1 to 9   c. 0 to 9  d. 0 to 20 
 
4. Which of the following is the new book ‘Citizen of the World’ 
replacing? 
a. The Secret of Childhood  b. Basic Ideas of Montessori’s 
Educational Theory  c. Advanced Montessori Methods   

Answers on Page 3 
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FMEN News in Pictures ….the Last 6 Months 
 

In March, FMEN hosted a coffee morning for 
Montessori practitioners and those interested in 

the method. It gave the Foundation the 
opportunity to celebrate AMI at 90 as well as 

share its vision for children in Nigeria. 

 
 
 
 
 

Shortly before then in February, Aid to Life 
volunteers took their message to the Ikorodu Local 
Government Area. It was encouraging to have our 

Honorary President, Mrs Aderonke Soyombo, 
attend and give prominence to our message about 

children under 3 years old. Here Mrs Soyombo is 
addressing the participants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FMEN News in Pictures ….the Last 6 Months 
 

In April, we were represented at the AMI AGM in 
April by Noyenum Emafo, Yinka Awobo-Pearse and 
Bimpe Pogoson. They also represented Nigeria at 
the Africa Roundtable, a pre-AGM forum to look 

into how Montessori can be best spread and used 
in Africa. 

Here we have from the left: Dani, Bimpe, Beverley, 
Yinka, Noyenum and Jacqueline. 

 
 
 

Also in April, FMEN was able to round up the 
preparations for the Global Schools Accreditation 
scheme AMI is launching in September by having 

Ms Beverley Maragh visit schools in Nigeria to give 
further input on their 0-3 and 3-6 environments. 

The picture below is of Beverley and some staff of 
Bencord Montessori School. 
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FMEN News in Pictures ….the Last 6 Months 
 

 
From 17-19 June, the Aid to Life team was at 

Kosofe Local Government  to help parents and 
carers of children under 3 years old understand 
how to support their children’s development at 

home. Kudos to the volunteers. 

 
 
 
 
 

The FMEN AGM happened in June also. This was 
the first time it held off Lagos Island and it was a 
success. Aside from being open to exhibitors, one 

of the keynote speakers, Helen Osikoya, shed some 
light on the importance of supporting children 

with additional needs from a young age. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FMEN News in Pictures ….the Last 6 Months 
 

In August, the Aid to Life team of volunteers put 
together a Walkathon (3km walk) to raise funds 

for their important work around the Nigeria. They 
were able to raise over N500k. Thanks to all who 

supported and volunteered 
 

 
 

 

Please email questions or comments on any of the 
news stories to info@fmen.org.ng 

_____________________________________ 
 

BREAKING NEWS! 
 

News reaching us on Friday 30th August 2019 has it 
that our very own Honorary President, Mrs Ronke 
Soyombo, has been appointed the Special Adviser to 

the Ogun State Government on Education. We 
heartily congratulate her and wish her the best in this 

one of the many next steps upwards she has taken! 
 

Answers to Quiz: 1. The Pope   2. Language 

Material   3. 0-9     4. Basic Ideas of Montessori’s 

Educational Theory 
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I was raising three wonderful children with my husband 
in a town; South-South of Nigeria. Eket is located in 
Akwa-Ibom state in Nigeria and is known for its rich 
deposit of crude-oil. There were few schools at the 
time in the area, and so, not too many opportunities to 
get exposed to very good schools for my children. I 
changed my children’s school a few times, due to the 
fact that I wasn’t comfortable with the kind of 
education they received in the schools they attended; 
having taught in a big and popular school in Victoria 
Island, Lagos and raised by my sister who taught in a 
world class school in Ikoyi for over 25 years. I felt a gap 
in the educational system. This is not to judge or 
criticize the system; for that was what was obtainable 
at the time, but in a way In a way, I couldn’t help, but 
feel that Nigeria and Africa in general is being left 
behind, while the rest of the world moved forward. 
 
This gap initiated in me, the need to find a better way 
to educate children that made more sense and give 
them the opportunity to learn better and use 
knowledge gained through creativity. This became 
necessary when I noticed that my children were simply 
made to memorize their notes and regurgitate them 
back to their teachers during examinations. The search 
began! The desire to set up a school has always been 
there. For me, I must do it differently and get it right – 
not about the business or the money, but to touch the 
lives of children and to accord other children that are 
not biologically my children the opportunity to enjoy 
what my children did not enjoy. 
 
I have always seen schools using “Montessori” as part 
of their names.   The proliferation of “Montessori” 
caught my attention during my search. I delved deeper 
and saw that this method resonates with my person, 
my idea and my thinking. It is a method of education I 
will love to expose children to. I took my Montessori 
course for 0-3years with the North American 
Montessori Centre. This exposure got me fully 
‘converted’ and sold out into the Montessori method.  I 
then abandoned my busy job and busy lifestyle of 
business management and got into the full time 
Diploma program (3-6) in Maria Montessori Institute, 
London. This AMI qualification got me set and 
confident to launch a world class school in Nigeria. 
 
Oaks & Acorns Montessori School is located in 
Gwarinpa, Abuja – Nigeria. We are just two years old 
since we started in 2017. The school has brought me in 
contact with a lot of people, who actually got to have a 
clearer perspective of what Montessori education is all 

about. This includes teachers, our parents, school 
owners and guests of different caliber, who came in for 
tours. It feels very satisfying to shed light in the mind of 
someone who may have been ignorant and needing 
knowledge in a particular area where one is in a 
position to help. We 
started with just one 
child and as time 
went on, the 
children came in 
gradually. It is 
interesting to see 
the ‘magical’ 
transformation they 
have gone through 
as a result of the 
process we followed 
using the Montessori 
method. I find it 
fascinating when a 
child seem to say in 
the words of Maria Montessori - “Help me do it myself 
“. Seeing the struggle they go through, refusing when 
an assistant will want to help them tie their shoes laces 
on one hand, and the joy expressed when they grow 
from dependency, walking their way to independence. 
For instance the fulfilment reached when a child 
accomplishes a task independently. This is indeed 
priceless! 
 
Today, I am on a journey to getting my Elementary 
Diploma in Montessori Education from the Montessori 
Training Centre North East, USA; and a lot is still 
unfolding. My personal vison always tells me this, 
which I share with people around me; “It is about the 
child” “The child deserves the best” I remind myself 
that, this is a call as these children do not have to be 
mine biologically. I find the pleasure and the passion to 
serve the children of the world and give them my ‘life’ 
as a way of commitment to their wholesome 
development and at the levels where Oaks & Acorns 
can fully support them. Our Elementary environment 
will be in full commencement; come September 2019. 
Montessori Elementary program is a fantastic journey, 
and I wish every child go through this level, because of 
the vast, rich and broad curriculum it has. The high 
level professionalism, content and study embedded in 
the Elementary course is beyond compare. Many years 
ago, I have attended undergraduate and diploma 
programs in education that were not Montessori, but 
none matches the kind of consideration and content 
the child is offered in the Montessori Education. Going 
through the rigors just for one summer, and two more 
summers ahead is not palatable; yet the honest and 
deep conclusion from my heart is “It is worth it”. 
 

Montessori: My Experiences, Journey, 
Trainings and Practice 

Ngozi Ebby Amanfo 
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Oluwakemi Olofin has written several books to support 

children in their learning.  The topics she has covered 

include handwriting (letters and numbers), phonics, 

colouring and Christian religious studies. If interested, 

please contact her on +234 806 036 9191. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

School Consultancy 

 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

Second AMI 0-3 Assistants Certificate Course  

Patricia Wallner, a 0-3 trainer of many years of experience in 

different parts of the world, will be conducting the second 

AMI 0-3 Assistants Certificate Course from 20th to 31st 

January 2020.  

This is an excellent course, not 

only for 0-3 practitioners but 

also parents and for 3-6 

teachers who want to 

understand their children more 

and use Montessori principles 

to support them.   

For more information and the registration details, contact the 

Montessori Study Centre on +234 708 852 4833 or at  

courseadministrator@montessoristudycentre.com.  
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It gives me great pleasure to share my experience in 
Sätila, Sweden as I took the Orientation to Adolescent 
training this last summer.  
 
Hearing the word summer would lead you to think of 
temperatures like those we have in Nigeria abi? I live in 
Casablanca, Morocco and the Summers here are quite 
hot with temperatures sometimes getting close to the 
thirties. So, you can imagine the shock I had when the 
Summer that greeted me was that with temperatures in 
the lower teens and the nights…don’t even think about 
sleeping in shorts or without a duvet…I didn’t need a fan 
to keep cool! 
 
The AMI Montessori orientation programme is a training 
that prepares the adult as a guide for working with 
adolescents from the age of 12 to 18 years. There were 
different nationalities there during this training (mostly 
from different parts of Europe; a few from the United 
States and one from South Africa). I was proud to hold 
up the Nigerian flag as one of the participants.  
 
The training took place in the wooded part of Sweden, 
Sätila and our accommodation was quite close to 
nature. In order to fully understand what the daily life 
was like for the adolescents, we got the opportunity to 

live on the farm and 
experience life as an 
adolescent. Living quarters 
were shared as well as duties. 
My previous experience in my 
secondary school days were 
useful. The only difference 
now though was the fact that 
we got to do the cooking, 
cleaning and do the required 
work to be done during the 
training as well. As with all 
AMI Montessori trainings, 
notes had to be taken, 
submitted and an album 
prepared.  

 
The adolescents lived on the farm and ran the farm. 
They made our lunches and it was restaurant grade. We 
as a community, made our breakfast and dinners.  

As the adolescents deal with work that has to be done 
to ensure the smooth running of the community, lessons 
are factored into the work that they do, and this helps in 
keeping with the academic work that has to be done by 
them.  
 
We got an experience of this and it made me see the 
possibility of something like this happening in Nigeria. 
Ideally, having an environment like the farm school 
would be best for the ‘Erdkinder’ as it holds so much 
possibilities for work and study for the adolescent; there 
are other environments that can equally work for this 
kind of education.  
 
Could this training be done in Nigeria in the future? I 
think it’s possible if we have sound elementary 
environments, a pilot programme of the Montessori 
adolescent school on ground, along with dedicated 
adults who share the vision Maria Montessori had 
concerning the Children of the Earth or as we know it, 
the ‘Erdkinder’. 
 
Banke is an Elementary Guide living and working in 
Casablanca, Morocco. 

 
 

 

 

  
FMEN continues to spread the message of 
Montessori to parents who do not have access to 
or cannot afford proper early years education for 
children 0-3 years. 

We held an Aid to Life Parents' training sessions in 
Ikorodu local government 11-13 February 2019 for 
170 participants. 

Following the success of the maiden edition in 
Agege and Ikorodu outreaches, in March 2019, 
SUBEB approved the dissemination of the Aid to 
Life Outreach Programme in all 20 Local 
Government Areas of Lagos State. This was a 
great step in the right direction for us. 

From Monday, 17th to Wednesday, 19th June, we 
held another Aid to Life Parent training session in 
Kosofe Local Government Area with 142 parents in 
attendance. 

So far, the Aid to Life Outreach initiative has 
touched 444 lives in Lagos State.  

From Lagos to Casablanca to Sweden  
₪ The Erkinder Journey Begins ₪  

Banke Faloye 
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The next Aid to Life 3 day parent training sessions 
will hold in October 2019. Exact dates will be 
communicated once all plans are finalised with the 
LGA. 

 

AID TO LIFE 3K WALKATHON 

Sponsorship continues to be one of the challenges 
that we face in our bid to further the reach of this 
initiative. We held an Aid to Life Walkathon to raise 
funds on Saturday, 3rd August 2019 in Lekki/Ikoyi 
area of Lagos State. This effort raised about 

₦525,000. Considering that currently, we spend an 

average on ₦6,000 to train a participant, we have 

a lot of work to do in this regard. We need all the 
support we can get.  

 

 
HOW CAN YOU BE A PART OF THE AID TO 
LIFE? 
 

The Aid to Life Parents' training is an outreach 
initiative of FMEN. The target audience are the 
parents of children 0-2 years old who do not have 
access to childcare or cannot afford childcare. The 
training sessions are designed to give the parents 
the knowledge to support the natural development 
of their child at home.  

1. Help to raise funds to enable FMEN continue 
to hold free Parents training sessions. 

2. Volunteer your time to assist at any of the 
training sessions planned to hold during the 
year. 

You can contact any of the following members of 
the Aid to Life Team or the undersigned to further 
discuss how you can support this initiative. Thank 
you 
 
Mojisola Babalola 
Ajibike Bakare 
Tumininu Lawanson 
 
 
warm regards 
Yinka Awobo-Pearse 
Treasurer / Aid to Life Coordinator 
Foundation for Montessori Education in Nigeria 
+2348035103084 

 

 
 
 
Editor’s Note: One focus of this current newsletter is to highlight the 
work of Montessorians living outside the commercial hub of Lagos 
State and taking into account that Montessori principles can be 
applied to different stages and situations of life.. It was we that in 
mind that we approached Cynthia Adewole, a 0-3 trained 
Montessorian, to share about work she has been doing on a personal 
level in Kano State in Nigeria. Enjoy reading her brief account below. 

 
One of the projects I've supported is based in Kano. The 
lady who runs it set up homes for children who were on 
the street, had been displaced by the Boko Haram 
insurgency and had become orphaned or separated 
from family. The age range was wide from as young as 
2/3 to 11 years old. They are now living as family and 
supporting one another with older children naturally 
looking out for younger ones.  
 
I spent a couple of days 
observing and went on 
to provide activities 
(especially art based) in 
baskets that were 
bought from the local 
community in Kano. I 
also thought it was 
important to respond 
to the need for 
movement so I sent 
some skip ropes as 
well. Although, I have to 
confess they found ways of making even more with 
natural materials from their surroundings. They are 
very creative children, a little inspiration and a little 
excitement and I was the one in awe, learning about 
child development all over again. 
 
They had lots of books and asked that I read to them. 
They knew the exact nursery rhymes and poems they 
wanted. 
 
We communicated really well considering they spoke 
different languages that I didn't speak - Fulfulde, 
Kanuri, Shuwa and there was some Hausa too. I 
displayed and presented some activities and was 
absolutely gobsmacked when I received pictures and 
messages from the ‘Mum’ of the house when she 
returned from her travels.  
 
The magnifying glass I had presented indoors had been 
taken out on the farm to view the plants, they 
observed the hair on the leaves and were super 

Caring with Montessori Up North 
Cynthia Adewole 
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excited. The baskets had been hung at opposite end of 
a pole and used to re-enact a typical Fulani setting as 
the boys balanced it on their shoulders.  One of the 
young girls and I found a way to get her going back and 
forth through a flower picking activity which was used 
to make more art (nothing to do with me). 
 
I've come to learn that there's always something we 
can do within our community. There will always be a 
charity to support and it really doesn't have to 
monetary. There are orphanages all around and 
Nigerian orphanages can do with an adult who comes 
to read once a week...or maybe a three period lesson!!! 
What about teaching adults who never had the 
opportunity to learn to read? I believe eradicating 
illiteracy should be a part of our goals as educators too. 
 
We should think of the skills we possess, our hobbies 
and interests, let it guide us to support the those who 
do not have the same opportunities.  Gardening is fun 
and the soil is fertile in most of Nigeria. We can go all 
out with art from making our own paint from barks, 
leaves and fruits. 
 
 
Editor’s Note: If you would like to find out more about Cynthia’s work, 
send an email to chairp@fmen.org.ng 
 

 

Join FMEN Today! 
 

You can do a lot to share your love and 

understanding of the Montessori philosophy  

with other Nigerians.  

Sent an email to: membership@fmen.org.ng 

for more information on the membership 

benefits and how to join. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMI Training of Trainers Invitation 

 
₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪ 
 
 

Please email questions or comments on any of the 
news stories to info@fmen.org.ng 
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