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February 2020 Edition 

 

From the Editor 
Happy new year to you all! Welcome to a new decade! 
It is hoped that 2020 will be a year of fulfilled hopes and 
aspirations for you all. 
 
Since our last publication, the Foundation organised a 
coffee morning at which tax consultants, Anderson Tax 
Nigeria, had their representative share some vital 
information about tax matters in Nigeria with us. The 
Aid to Life outreach arm of the Foundation held a two 
day seminar at Alimosho Local Government Area which 
was fully subscribed.  
 
We are in the process of putting together logistics for 
the Aid to Life Program to hold its first seminar in 
Abuja. Watch this space for when it will happen. If you 
are interested in participating in this noble venture, do 
send an email to membership@fmen.org.ng and your 
details will be passed on the organisers.  
 
Part of our focus in this newsletter is looking inwards to 
what we have to offer children in Nigeria. We have an 
article about making Montessori Nigerian as well as 
one by our chairperson sharing her experience on the 
AMI training of trainers seminar program in Romania. 
We hope these will encourage you to put your ‘hand to 
the hoe’ and start digging your way bringing 
Montessori even closer to the Nigerian child.  
 
Enjoy reading these and other bits of interesting 
Montessori news enclosed! 
  

 

Join FMEN Today! 
 

You can do a lot to share your love and 

understanding of the Montessori philosophy  

with other Nigerians.  

Send an email to: membership@fmen.org.ng 

for more information on the membership 

benefits and how to join. 

 

 

QUIZ 
1.When was Maria Montessori born? 
a.  06/05/1929    b. 31/08/1870     c. 18/07/1890   d. 23/08/1952 
 
2. Who, of the following, greatly influenced Montessori’s work? 
a. Itard & Seguin   b. J. Locke   c. Freud   d. Froebel & Steiner 
 
3. Which of these is not a sensorial material? 
a. Decanomial Square   b. Binomial Cube   c. The Bead Stair   
d. Geometric Solids 
 
4. What is Dr Montessori’s full name? 
a. Maria Alessandro Montessori   b. Maria Tecla Artemisia 
Montessori   c. Maria Renilde Stoppani Montessori   

Answers on Page 7 

mailto:info@fmen.org.ng
http://www.fmen.org.ng/
mailto:membership@fmen.org.ng
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FMEN News in Pictures ….the Last 6 Months 
 

FMEN members gathered together before the 
Christmas rush for our annual Coffee Morning 

(Monday, 2nd December); an opportunity to get 
together, network and stay informed. This time, 

we had the privilege of an Associate Director, 
Andersen Tax, Nigeria come to give us a 

Presentation titled ‘Preparing Businesses for 
Efficient Tax Audit’. It was a highly engaging and 
interactive session with the specific questions and 

needs of the participants robustly addressed. 
Here are some pictures from our rewarding time. 

….Bola Benson 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

FMEN News in Pictures ….the Last 6 Months 
 

In October 2019, the Aid to Life Outreach team 
was in action at the Alimosho Local Government 

Areas of Lagos State. They shared useful 
information with parents on how to support their 
under-threes at home. Find below some pictures 

taken of participants and some organisers. 
….Yinka Awobo-Pearse 

 
 

 

Please email questions or comments on any of the 

news stories to info@fmen.org.ng 

mailto:info@fmen.org.ng
http://www.fmen.org.ng/
mailto:info@fmen.org.ng
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When countries celebrate events that mark 
distinguishing moments in their history, you cannot but 
admire the patriotism of the citizens. Consider North 
Korea with its thousands of clapping citizens cheering 
their military hardware on flotillas when they are in the 
mood to assert themselves and frighten their so-called 
enemies! Or the United Kingdom when they remember 
the deeds of soldiers long gone on Remembrance Day? 
Just recently, it was overwhelming to see the millions 
of Iranian people who turned out to mourn the death 
of one of their military leaders gunned down by an 
enemy state.  
 
I just read the US Government’s travel warning for 
Nigeria. It hurt. I can promise that you will feel the 
same, if not worse when you read it. Nothing was 
complimentary. See https://tribuneonlineng.com/us-
embassys-description-of-nigeria/. Now Nigeria has 
been put on the list of countries whose citizens have to 
fly through hoops to visit the States! When did we get 
to this point? It seems to have been a gradual slide into 
the decay we are covered in now.  
 
Yet, there are still some Nigerians who shine bright 
positively through their God given talents. They are the 
little flutters of life that we can aspire to pin our future 
hopes on. An example is the erudite author 
Chimamanda Adichie, the inspirational chairperson of 
First Bank of Nigeria Ibukun Awosika, Anthony Joshua 
who just boxed his way back to being the heavyweight 
champion of the world, Dr Olayinka Olutoye who 
carried out a never-known-to-have-been-done foetal 
surgery in far-away Texas. We are unbelievably 
amazing people and we need to celebrate ourselves 
even if others do not. If we think of the rich culture we 
share amongst ourselves, the values we used to have 
as a nation, we should really hold our heads high. 
 
It however appears that a lot of adults have given up 
and some are looking for ways and means of escaping 
the country. I cannot say I blame them because nothing 

seems to work. One 
thing I can assure 
everyone feeling like 
this is ‘there is no place 
like home’. Those who 
leave will still want to 
come back and so we 
need to start thinking 
of how to make Nigeria 
great again for our 
retired selves and the 

young ones we serve now. 
 
We need to remember what Dr Montessori said about 
the child being the hope for the future. It is through the 
child that the future of Nigeria can be assured or 
destroyed. This is where Montessori comes in. While it 
is easy for Montessori teachers trained in other 
countries to want to replicate the practice rooms they 
trained in because it is the standard they know, it will 
not always work for the native countries they go back 
to establish schools in. Practical life, for instance, is 
supposed to be culturally based. Of what use is an 
activity based on the Japanese culture or on the 
American culture to a child in Nigeria? If we truly 
believe that the child should practice what is taught in 
the class in his local environment then why would we 
want to teach a Nigerian child in a school in Nigeria 
how to, for instance, greet in French? They can go for 
classes at Alliance Francaise if they want to do this.  
 
We are a hugely culturally diverse country, a beautiful 
country with 
amazing 
people. This 
is what we 
need to help 
the children 
understand 
and value. 
So how do 
we do this? We 
need to make the Montessori we offer in Nigeria truly 
Nigerian. In Practical Life, we need to come up with 
activities that are truly Nigerian – for example, the 
‘laying a table activity’ with crockery we use 
traditionally, the ‘sweeping activity’ with our local 
broom, introduce a ‘tying a wrapper activity’, extending 
the ‘plaiting activity’ to truly reflect what is available in 
Nigeria and so on. What about our grace and courtesy 
activities? Are we teaching the children how to greet in 
the different Nigerian languages with the respective 
gestures? In culture, do our classified cards capture the 
richness of the Nigerian landscape? What about our 
puzzle maps? Do we have one of the country with the 
different States? One of the State where the school is 
located? What about Nigerian art? Do we have cards 
depicting famous artists, their works, singers? Would it 
not be great to have one set with Dan Maraya Jos, 
Lijadu Twins, Sunny Ade, Oliver de Coque, Victor 
Uwaifo? What about introducing the children to their 
music? In Language, do the classified cards capture the 
reality and richness of the Nigerian environment – our 
meals, our clothes, what our homes typically look like? 
What kind of stories are we telling the children? Those 
about great Nigerians and our history? What songs are 
we teaching the children? What are our news periods 

Making Montessori Nigerian 
Bimpe Pogoson 

mailto:info@fmen.org.ng
http://www.fmen.org.ng/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/us-embassys-description-of-nigeria/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/us-embassys-description-of-nigeria/
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like? Are you sharing the 
positives of the Nigerian 
experiences we have? What 
do our environments look 
like? A replica of an European 
or American or Italian training 
centre? Or do we have those 
lovely typically Nigerian 
artworks on our walls? Do we 
have beautiful Nigerian art 

pieces on the children’s tables for them to admire or 
real typically Nigerian plants smattered all over the 
environment? Our beautiful and vibrant fabrics, of 
what use are we putting them in? 
 
Colleagues, we are in unique positions as Montessori 
educators. Much of what is offered in schools in Nigeria 
is focussed on what other countries do for their own 
people. It’s time we start focusing on what Nigeria has 
and how it can benefit the rise of the country through 
the children. Let’s make Montessori Nigerian! 
 

 

 

School Consultancy 

 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

 

 
 
 

mailto:info@fmen.org.ng
http://www.fmen.org.ng/
mailto:adviser@fmen.org.ng
https://www.facebook.com/914658132206395/posts/994134904258717/
https://www.facebook.com/914658132206395/posts/994134904258717/
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Montessori education could 
reduce the advantage gap 

between rich and poor, but it's 
only available to the rich 

Matt Beard 
There’s evidence of the benefits of Montessori methods, 
but mostly only the white middle-class have the time or 
money for it 
 @matthewtbeard 
Sun 19 Jan 2020 16.30 GMT  www.theguardian.com 

Prince George on his first day of a Montessori nursing school in the 
UK Photograph: The Duchess of Cambridge/PA 

Around the middle of last year a scandal broke out in 
the US after it emerged that fifty people – including 
some B-grade celebrities for extra juice – had been 
bribing college admissions officials to get 
underperforming rich kids enrolled at prestigious 
universities. This was fuel to the already-blazing fire 
of doubt around how meritocratic elite higher 
education in the US really is. 

The problem isn’t just that the briberies made for an 
unfair enrolment system. Rather, it’s that we think 
the trajectories of two people – one who enrolled in 
a prestigious school and one who didn’t – are likely 
to deviate considerably after that point. 

The other factor at the heart of the Varsity Blues 
scandal is social justice. It’s not just 
that some students received an unfair advantage. It’s 
that they were predominantly white and universally 
wealthy. By contrast, those from non-white or 
working-class backgrounds struggle to access the 
highest-rated universities, for reasons that have 
more to do with systemic issues than the personal 
quality of the potential applicants. 

For these reasons, the outrage following the Varsity 
Blues scandal makes complete sense. What makes 
less sense to me is why we don’t extend that same 
criticism to other education pathways. 

 
Teachers as 'guides': inside the UK’s first Montessori secondary 
school 

  
We’ve recently been enrolling our three-year-old 
into a preschool. After some failed experiences at a 
local daycare, we opted for an extremely expensive 
Montessori-style school. The program is incredible, 
and within a term we’ve started seeing results. Our 
son’s teachers are nurturing his independence, 
developing his creativity, treating him with empathy 
and respect as well as communicating basic literacy, 
numeracy and all the other stuff he needs to know. 

We’ve got him there in part because we think it’s the 
right place for him to be right now, given his current 
needs, but also because we’re confident it’s the kind 
of environment that will help him grow into a 
capable, independent person. The kind of person 
who will succeed in life. 

And we’re paying an arm and a leg for the 
opportunity. The education doesn’t come cheap. In 
fact, we’re not sure we’ll be able to continue it once 
we’re no longer eligible for childcare subsidies. 

I can’t see any way the child of a low-income family 
would be able to attend without some kind of 
scholarship. Not only are the fees considerable, there 
are once-off enrolment fees that cost a few thousand 
dollars, compulsory working bees for families of the 
school (there’s a small fee if you don’t rock up) and a 
range of other bells and whistles. The place is full of 
compassion and support for kids and families, but 
it’s also catering to a very wealthy audience, to the 
point where it feels slightly uncomfortable at times. 

Of course, some might suggest – rightly – that you 
don’t need to be enrolled in a Montessori school to 
practice the methods. You can do it at home, and 
there are plenty of excellent resources online to get 
you started. However, unless you’re a parent who 
can be (and wants to be) at home most of the time, 
that horse has bolted before it’s gotten out the gate. 

But for those who do have the time and resources, 
the approach seems to get results. Not only have we 

mailto:info@fmen.org.ng
http://www.fmen.org.ng/
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/matthew-beard
https://twitter.com/matthewtbeard
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/19/montessori-education-could-reduce-the-advantage-gap-between-rich-and-poor-but-its-only-available-to-the-rich#img-1
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experienced a notable change in our son, tentative 
research suggests Montessori style education does 
indeed give kids a leg up in life. A 2017 literature 
review suggests that the Montessori philosophy, 
when taught faithfully, benefits children both 
cognitively and socially. 

What’s more, Montessori education has been shown 
to actually break down class barriers in education. A 
2017 study found that “Montessori preschool also 
equalised outcomes among subgroups that typically 
have unequal outcomes.” 

If the research is to be believed, we’ve got an 
education offering that could actually reduce the 
advantage gap between rich and poor that is, in 
effect, only available to the rich. Why? 

The sad reality is it appears to be intellectual 
laziness as much as anything else. Angeline 
Liddard argues that the conventional “grammar” of 
education is so allergic to the Montessori approach 
that it relegates it to the fringes, despite the 
documented benefits both for individual students 
and societies. 

We can’t conceive of remodelling the education 
system to make it better, so we tinker around the 
edges of the system. Those who want to tip the apple 
cart entirely are left to do it on their own – privately, 
and only if they can afford it. And this happens more 
than a decade before anybody is thinking about 
university admissions. 

It’s a measure of our attitudes to education that 
we’re most upset about unfairness in education 
when it seems to effect job prospects. Inequality in 
early childhood education – particularly the kind of 
education that’s centred on building genuinely 
human virtues, skills and abilities like creativity and 
empathy – doesn’t just promise to make better job 
candidates. It offers more resilient, curious and 
imaginative people. It doesn’t just set them up for 
better jobs, but better lives. At least, that’s the 
promise (and in our case, the hope). 

But if the promise comes true, then we’ve got the 
same social disparity, the same beneficial outcomes 
for students as in the Varsity Blues scandal. What’s 
less obvious is the unfairness. 

I don’t believe parents are behaving improperly by 
sending their kids to schools like this. Nor are the 
schools necessarily in the wrong if cost-effectiveness 
means they can’t accommodate every income level. 
Still, the structures of privilege remain. I can’t help 
but feel a little bit guilty, knowing our son benefits 

from an education method that might benefit so 
many more. 

Maria Montessori wrote that “Education is the best 
weapon for peace,” adding that “true peace suggests 
the triumph of justice and love among men; it reveals 
the existence of a better world where harmony 
reigns.” This model of peace and social justice can’t 
be served where education reflects and entrenches 
disadvantage. 

Obviously, this isn’t to say that those not enrolled in 
Montessori education are doomed to failure or 
mediocrity. Really, it’s not about Montessori at all. 
It’s about the principle. If we have reason to believe a 
product, a pedagogy or any other resource that’s 
necessary for individual or communal flourishing is 
better-than-average, then we have an obligation to 
make it accessible to everyone. 

Parents have every right to pursue what they think is 
going to help their kids to live well. In fact, I’d argue 
they’re obliged to do so. 

But setting your child up for success in ways less 
advantaged kids can’t access is uncomfortable and 
can feel morally sketchy. So I’m gonna send my kids 
to Montessori, the least I can do is demand others 
have the ability to do so, regardless of what’s sitting 
in their bank account. 

Matt Beard is an Australian moral philosopher, fellow 
at the Ethics Centre and a regular writer on philosophy 
and ethics 

 

 

 

 

AMI Annual Global Meetings 

17 - 19 April 2020, Amsterdam 
Registration Now OPEN! 

Join hundreds of friends and colleagues from over 50 
countries for AMI's Annual Global Meetings including: 

• Africa Roundtable 

• Affiliated Societies Meeting 

• Annual General Meeting 

• Montessori Forum 

• Research Poster Session 

• Numerous forums and seminars for practitioners, 
trainers, training centres, affiliates, alumni, students and 
members 

https://montessori-ami.org/events/ami-annual-global-
meetings-amsterdam 
 

mailto:info@fmen.org.ng
http://www.fmen.org.ng/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41539-017-0012-7#Sec7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41539-017-0012-7#Sec7
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5670361/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10648-019-09483-3#Sec9
https://montessori-ami.org/events/ami-annual-global-meetings-amsterdam
https://montessori-ami.org/events/ami-annual-global-meetings-amsterdam
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Baby Steps In Romania  
Bimpe Pogoson 

 
The Iasi Cohort – October 2019 

 
The first seminar of the AMI 3-6 Training of Trainers 
Course was held between 21st October to 1st November 
2019 in Iasi, Romania. I flew in with two colleagues 
from the London training centre on the Saturday 
before and we were joined by another colleague on the 
Sunday. Fifteen participants from all around the world 
participated and our seminar leader was Irini Fafalios 
from Greece. We bonded as a group even though we 
came from different backgrounds and were in different 
stages of our Montessori journeys. One of the things 
that helped us understand how far some people had 
gone in their journey was the number of papers they 
had written. One had written all, some had written a 
few and a significant number had not even started. 
When I say papers, I mean selected Montessori topics 
where your word count is 5k per paper and you have 
about 25+ to write. Don’t worry, you have plenty of 
time to do this as the seminars run over 3 years with 
two 2-week seminars in a year. Irini drilled Montessori 
truths into us and somehow managed to help us leave 
not feeling frightened but confident that we knew at 
least something. It was convenient that we were 
housed in the same hotel somewhere in the Romanian 
bushes with stray dogs barking at night just in case 
someone thought of escaping from the camp. LOL! Just 
joking, it was super comfortable.  
 
For me, it was an amazing experience. Getting to meet 
so many people wanting to do the same thing as I do, 
getting the opportunity to share and receive valuable 
information that will definitely be used on training 
courses in the future and really appreciating the 
experiences I had with children in the different 
Children’s Houses I worked in. Thankfully, I’ve 
submitted all papers relating to this first seminar and 
have started working on papers that will be discussed 
in the next module in March 2020. 
 

Getting on the programme, though a long process, is 
something you should think about if this is something 
you would like to do for the future. As a result of the 
way Nigeria is viewed by the governments of different 
countries, the travel advice about our country is not 
too positive and it puts off foreign trainers from 
agreeing to come to train in Nigeria. That is fine though 
as we, Nigerians, need to take up the responsibility to 
do things for our country and our children by ourselves. 
We are capable. 
 
The 6-12 Training of Trainers course will be starting 
later on this year in the States. Look through the AMI 
prerequisites to see if you qualify: https://montessori-
ami.org/news/ami-training-trainers-invitation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 150 Years 
As you may be aware, 
AMI is celebrating 150 
years since Dr 
Montessori was born. 
We invite ideas from 
you on how we can 
celebrate this in Nigeria. 
Not all of us will be able 
to travel to Rome for 
celebrations being held there at an international 
conference between 24th and 25th of October. So, come 
up with your own ideas of what we can do to celebrate 
in a typical and authentic Nigerian style in Nigeria. 
Email membership@fmen.org.ng to give your 
suggestions. If you can fly to Rome, visit 
https://montessori150.org/ for more information about 
the events. 

 

₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪ 
 

Please email questions or comments on any of the 
news stories to info@fmen.org.ng 

 
 

Answers to Quiz:  

1. 31/08/1870   2. Itard & Seguin    

3. The Bead Stair     4. Maria Tecla Artemisia 

Montessori 
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